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“Andrew Logan is a very special kind of artist, a sort of one-of-a-kind kind of artist.  
Everybody seems to like his work, and it isn’t hard to see why...it’s gorgeous, desirable, funny, and makes you feel happy.  Nobody seems to have any difficulty with it, except to wonder guiltily if Art should really be this much fun, this lovely...
Andrew’s work doesn’t offer that much to the would-be catalogue mystifier; if you start saying anything too pretentious about it - it sort of laughs in your face.  It’s hard to place, because it doesn’t really quite belong anywhere, guilelessly straddling a number of heavily contested boundaries – such as those between art and craft, between art and decoration, between pop and fine, between profane and sacred.  But I don’t think this straddling is some sort of ideological position that Andrew has contrived – it’s just where he happens to find himself when he makes the work he wants to see”
-Brian Eno, 2002

I have chosen artist Andrew Logan for an exhibition in the public spaces of City Inn Westminster primarily because his work provides a sunny antidote to the incessant drip feed of economic gloom surrounding us.  Logan’s work is an embodiment and reflection of gorgeousness and it makes us feel good when looking at it.  How he manages to make art which is utterly delightful to behold, but still retains an essential enigmatic tickle is what sets Logan apart and has proven him to be a national treasure.  Logan explains, “My reason for living is to give enjoyment and pleasure to others through quirky, humorous and extravagant mementoes.”  Throughout an acclaimed career dating back to the 1960’s, he has done a great job of it with devotees and collectors ranging from the National Portrait Gallery, members of the Royal Family, experimental musicians, fashion designers, contemporary artists, philosophers, writers and so on.

For this exhibition I have chosen primarily portraits of women as well as a selection of works characteristic of Logan’s playful approach to the big questions and mysteries we face concerning the cosmos and our place in it.  The portraits of beautiful women (most of whom are close personal friends of Logan) are intimate captured moments while the cosmos, cicada, mobile and abstract speak to mystical natural cycles which shape a seeming chaos of birth and death.  In titling the exhibition “The Construct of Beauty” I would ask the viewer to question: who is the constructor and where and how do we find beauty?  How do we respond when confronted by it?  Is the constructor the artist, the viewer, the universe, God, science – could it be all of these players or perhaps all of these players are the same entity?  Is beauty frivolous and self absorbed or is it universal and deeply satisfying on a primordial level?  These are the delightful open-ended questions that arise from the work of Andrew Logan.  

So we have in this exhibition enticing beauty that slides into the big questions at a time when we are asking many questions of ourselves and living through an age defined by change and ever increasing velocity.  If we hold these big questions about the cosmos and nature of beauty in our minds as many of us rightly realign our priorities, we may find that our choices take interesting turns.

I would like to thank City Inn for supporting this exhibition.  City Inn Hotels ltd is a privately owned growing business run with heart and a stalwart appreciation of creativity and culture which includes not just supporting arts organisations though sponsorships but also participating in artists careers with a professionally curated exhibition programme.  This artwork in this public space would not be possible without the staff at City Inn.  
 
-Meredith Gunderson





